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Welcoming Words

Dear Parents and Students:

In today’s highly competitive world, it is becoming apparent that  
students are seeking more and more ways to enrich their learning  
experiences in high school. The Advanced Placement Program  
at Bishop McNally is an enrichment program that will indeed offer  
students an unparalleled challenge with sophisticated material that  
goes far deeper than conventional courses. 
 
Exposure to and experience with curriculum that one would find  
at a college level provides an excellent opportunity for students  
to gain first-hand experience in what their post-secondary education  
would be like. The fact that universities give first-year credits for AP  
courses may offer additional appeal.
 
Hopefully many of you will decide to register in the Advanced Placement 
Program and will find the courses interesting and challenging. Successful  
completion of this program may be seen as a passport that opens the 
doors to some of the world’s top universities.

Marc Renaud
Principal



AP ADVANTAGE
Advanced Placement is:

•	 �The World’s largest enrichment program with more than  
17 000 schools participating in the program.

•	 �Canada’s most recognized enrichment program at all  
Canadian Universities (in Math and Science)

•	 A challenging opportunity

F.A.Q.’s:

•	 Does my child have to enrol in AP in grade 10?
•	 Can my child leave the program if they don’t like it?
•	 Are there costs associated with the AP program?
•	 �How does the Advanced Placement program compare  

to the International Baccalaureate (IB) Program?

Advanced Placement Program VS. International Baccalaureate

ADVANCED PLACEMENT
•	 �By participating in an AP course, the student is able to enter a world  

of intense discussion and thought. AP courses give the students  
intellectual responsibility to think for themselves, reason, analyze,  
and understand.

•	 �AP allows students to undertake college level academic learning and 
advance into second year college or university courses.

•	 �Upon successful completion of an AP course, students are eligible  
to receive university credit and/or advanced placement at over 4000 
colleges and universities worldwide.

•	 �Research shows that AP students are more likely to graduate from 
university with a double major and are twice as likely to pursue a PH.D., 
or studies in medicine or law.

To promote this philosophy, the College Board (www.apcentral.colleg-
eboard.com) established the AP Program in 1955 as a cooperative  
endeavour between high schools, colleges, and universities.

Program Flexibility:

•	 �Students may choose to take one AP course, several courses,  
or a full AP Program

•	 �Academic timetables can be tailored according to the individual  
abilities, interests, and extra-curricular time commitments of students 
(no mandatory classes).

•	 �The only cost to the AP program is the cost of the AP exam  
in grade 12 which is approximately $88 per exam.

•	 �Though it is encouraged to begin AP in grade 10, a student can choose 
to start in grade 11 or 12. 

•	 Customized Enrichment

•	 �Flexibility of movement in and 
out of the program

•	 �North American (based more on 
N.A. curriculum)	

•	 �Complete first semester of Uni-
versity in High School	

•	 �Math & Science  
18 credits

•	 �Encouraged to enter full IB 
program in grade 10

•	 �Very difficult to enter IB after 
grade 10

•	 �European (based more on Euro-
pean curriculum)

•	 �Eligible to receive university/
college credit

•	 ���Math & Science  
6 credits

“I chose AP because it gives you  
	university credit, without the pressure 	
	of the university atmosphere.”
 
	 Jessica Boyer
	 Bishop McNally High School
	 St. Rose Junior High



BISHOP McNALLY  
ADVANTAGE
Bishop McNally High School offers an AP program that meets every 
student’s academic needs and abilities. The chart below summarizes the 
Advanced Placement course sequences and timing throughout the three 
years of high school.

AP Science

Grade 10 students interested in Advanced Placement science courses 
must register in Science 10AP. This is an interdisciplinary course that 
includes Biology, Chemistry, and Physics. The course of studies in Science 
10 AP includes introductory topics which prepare students for the 20 and 
30 level Advanced Placement Science courses.

	 GRADE 10	 GRADE 11	 GRADE 12

English 10-1 AP

Social Studies 
10-1 AP

Science 10 AP

Pure Math 10 
AP

English 10-1 
AP

Biology 20 AP

Sem 1

Pure Math 20 
AP

Social Studies 
20-1 AP

Chemistry 20 
AP

Biology 30 AP

Sem 2

English 20-1 
AP

Social Studies 
30-1 AP

Physics 20 AP

Biology 35 AP 
(3 credits)

Sem 1

Pure Math 
30/31 AP

Physics 30 AP

Chemistry 30 
AP

Art 30 AP

Sem 2

Pure Math 
30/31 AP

English 30-1 
AP

Chemistry 35 
AP (3 credits)

AP Physics 20 & 30

Physics 20AP builds on Alberta Education’s Physics 20 with topics such  
as: the laws of thermodynamics, rotational forces, fluid mechanics and 
temperature/heat. The Physics 20AP students will become stronger  
learners due to an increased need for understanding and application. 
Physics 30AP is an extension to a very challenging Physics 30 curriculum. 
The higher applications of concepts expected at this level allow for the 
students to focus on the diploma exams with an emphasis on AP exam 
writing skills. This course is exciting and challenging and, above all else, 
prepares students for the rigours of university level Science courses.

AP Biology 20 & 30

This is a study of the fundamental principles of living organisms including: 
the physical and chemical properties of life, cellular organization and function, 
the transfer of energy through metabolic systems, cellular reproduction, 
and the classification of living things. As with Chemistry 20AP, there is a 
great emphasis placed on pre-lab and lab participation. At the Biology 30 
level, students will finish learning about the human body, specifically the 
nervous, endocrine and reproductive systems. The cell cycle and genetics 
also makeup a significant portion of this course. Students will cover the 
regular Biology curriculum in addition to many enriched AP topics. As with 
Biology 20, labs are a key component of the course.

AP Chemistry 20 & 30

Advanced Placement Chemistry students will be expected to develop  
a number of skills that will allow them to be successful in this course  
and future courses. This includes becoming critical and independent 
thinkers, analyzing from scientific, technological, social and environmental 
perspectives, and supporting answers using qualitative evidence from 
chemical calculations. There is a heavy emphasis on the lab component 
of these courses. Students will be expected to use lab equipment properly 
and efficiently, observe and record data in a label setting, and be able  
to communicate their results in a formal lab report. 



AP Calculus

Advanced placement Mathematics at Bishop McNally High School consists  
of two semestered Math courses and one full year course. Students enrol 
in Math 10AP in grade 10 followed by Math 20AP in grade 11. These courses  
cover the course content that is taught in Math 10 and 20 Pure, but at an 
enriched level of difficulty and at a slightly faster pace. 

It is in grade 12 that students take a year long Math course. This year  
long Math is equivalent to 10 credits.  In this course, students take the true  
Advanced Placement course known as Calculus. Math 31AP is equivalent 
to a first semester university calculus course and, upon completion, students 
are prepared to write the AP Calculus AB Exam. The course represents 
a multi-representational approach to Calculus, with concepts, results and 
problems being expressed graphically, numerically, analytically, and verbally. 
Making connections between these representations is also important.  
Major topics include limits, derivatives, integrals, differential equations  
and application. In May the Advanced Placement is written which may 
earn the student university credits. Students who take AP calculus will  
be exceptionally well prepared for any university Calculus course.  
The remainder of the year is spent reviewing and preparing for the  
Math 30 Pure Diploma which is written in June. 

AP English Literature

Students enrolled in English 10AP pursue a rewarding and challenging 
course of studies. In addition to requirements of Alberta Education’s  
English 10-1, students experience enriched study through the classics  
of English Literature. Through exploration of a variety of mediums,  
students focus on literary analysis, discussion, and composition.  
Upon completion of English 10AP, students are equally prepared  
for English 20AP or English 20-1.

English 20AP provides an enriched experience that absorbs the Alberta 
Education English 20-1 curriculum while providing advanced reading  
and writing opportunities. Literature studied during this course carries  
over to English 30AP. Students become skilled and confident writers,  
mature readers, and divergent thinkers.

The study of literature is the basis of the English 30AP course. It is designed 
to meet the needs of English 30-1 Diploma Exam and the Advanced Place-
ment Exam in English Literature and Composition. There is more emphasis 
on the classics in this course with some attention being paid to both the 
historical time in which the work is set and the time in which it was written. 
An extensive examination of poetry is also required, particularly of the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. In May, the Advanced Placement 
Exam is written which may earn the student university credits and in June 
the English 30-1 Diploma Exam is written. 

AP European History

The Social Studies 10AP course focuses on Canadian content. The course 
consists of a detailed examination of Canada’s history and the structure 
and function of Canada’s government. Students will study a number of 
important issues such as sovereignty, nation security, regional disparity 
and national unity. Students entering Social Studies 20AP will commence 
studying European History. Students are expected to demonstrate knowledge 
of European History from the High Renaissance (circa 1450) to the end of 
World War 1 (1918). Students will become versed in three areas of European 
society. Writing will be emphasized as students continue to develop their 
proficiency in position paper essays and are introduced to the Free Response 
Question Essays found on the Advanced Placement examination.

AP Art

The Advanced Placement Program in Art is an excellent opportunity  
for students to develop artistically. They will put together a portfolio and 
have it read by a jury of artists in New York.\ If the portfolios are evaluated 
favourably, students may then apply for university credit. This is a prestigious 
program and an excellent asset to any resume. Students who are planning 
a career in the arts must submit a general portfolio as part of the entrance 
requirements into art school. This program provides an opportunity to do 
so under the guidance of the Art Department.  
 



BEYOND HIGH SCHOOL
Universities closely scrutinize AP curriculum to assure equivalencies  
with their own first year courses.
•	 University professors help develop course content
•	 �University professors are involved in exam grading  

and standards setting.

University of Calgary and University of Alberta

•	 �Credit or advanced standing will be awarded to students who achieve  
a grade of at least 4 out of 5.

•	 �Students completing AP courses are eligible for multiple entrance 
scholarships, including Academic Excellence and Leadership awards  
(U of A).

•	 Residence is guaranteed for AP students at the University of Alberta.

Advanced Placement 
Courses

Art 30AP

Biology 30AP

Chemistry 30AP

Physics 30AP

English 30AP

Social Studies 30AP

Math 31AP

University of Calgary 
Equivalents

Art 231/233

Biology 233

Chemistry 201/203 or 
Chemistry 209/ 
Engineering 201  
(Engineering only)

Physics 205/207

Half course junior 
English

Historical studies 201

Math 251

University of Alberta 
Equivalents

Art 140

Biology 100

Students may apply to 
write a Credit by Special 
Assessment examination 
in CHEM 101 or CHEM 
103(Engineering only)

Physics 124/126

English 100 level  
(Engineering only)

Advanced Placement

Math 113

“The AP program allows me  
	to be flexible. I play on the Senior  
	Boys Basketball team and take 	
	Calculus AP.”

	 Awet Abraha
	 Bishop McNally High School
	 St. Rose Junior High


